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Your Voice at the Polls
AEBC’s Guide to the 2026 Municipal Elections
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[bookmark: _Toc236912721][bookmark: _Toc1848116041][bookmark: _Toc1877436480][bookmark: _Toc1865321675][bookmark: _Toc1803977277]Introduction
Municipal governments make decisions that directly affect AEBC members' daily lives, including daily travel, pedestrian safety, public transit, snow removal, recreation, emergency planning, taxis and ride-share services, as well as many other local services. These decisions can directly affect the safety and independence of people who are blind, Deafblind or partially sighted. By voting, asking questions and holding candidates and elected officials accountable, residents can help shape more accessible and inclusive communities.  
AEBC is sharing this non-partisan guide to help members take part and to confidently make informed decisions in elections.
AEBC does not endorse political parties or candidates. Members are encouraged to learn about the people running in their communities, ask questions and vote according to their own priorities. 
Information on the Quebec provincial election is also included in this guide.
[bookmark: _Toc236912722]Three Things to Do Now
1. Get informed. Find your municipality’s official election page. Confirm the election date, your ward or district, the candidates running and any advance or mail-in voting options.
2. Make sure you are on the voters’ list. Do this early. Being registered ahead of time usually makes voting easier, although many jurisdictions also allow eligible voters to register or update their information during the election period.
3. Make a plan to vote. Decide whether you will vote in advance, by mail, through another available option or on election day. Contact the election office early if you need accessible information, assistance or an accommodation.


[bookmark: _Toc903252528][bookmark: _Toc1257335635][bookmark: _Toc295328563][bookmark: _Toc995710352][bookmark: _Toc236912723]Elections Taking Place in 2026
The following regular elections are taking place during the remainder of 2026:
October 5: Quebec provincial general election
October 17: British Columbia general local elections
October 19: Yellowknife municipal election
October 26: Ontario municipal and school board elections
October 28: Municipal elections in most of Manitoba
November 2: Prince Edward Island municipal elections
[bookmark: _Toc1808962182][bookmark: _Toc6024973][bookmark: _Toc1469568523][bookmark: _Toc1737104727][bookmark: _Toc236912724]Finding Election Information by Province or Territory
[bookmark: _Toc1213684660][bookmark: _Toc494938067][bookmark: _Toc439857413][bookmark: _Toc361634769]British Columbia
British Columbia’s general local elections will be held on Saturday, October 17. Each local government runs its own voting process, accepts candidate nominations and publishes local results. Elections BC oversees campaign financing and election advertising rules. Start with the Elections BC 2026 General Local Elections page, then follow the link to your city, town, regional district or school district.
[bookmark: _Toc36400671][bookmark: _Toc197882114][bookmark: _Toc1745700464][bookmark: _Toc396253254]Quebec
[bookmark: _Int_q3UXG8Si]Quebec’s provincial general election is scheduled for Monday, October 5. Visit the Élections Québec current and upcoming elections page for voting dates, voter registration, candidates and accessible voting information as it becomes available.
[bookmark: _Toc593232547][bookmark: _Toc1791979936][bookmark: _Toc1285065628][bookmark: _Toc94653456]Northwest Territories
Yellowknife’s next municipal election is Monday, October 19. You can also find voter and candidate information on the Elections Northwest Territories website. You can also monitor municipal issues at https://www.yellowknife.ca/. 
[bookmark: _Toc1462607105][bookmark: _Toc1453939782][bookmark: _Toc73473132][bookmark: _Toc272988451]Ontario
Ontario municipal council and school board elections will be held on Monday, October 26. The province’s municipal elections page includes official voter and candidate guides.
Ontario residents can check, add or update their information through RegisterToVoteON.ca until August 12. After that date, contact your municipality’s election office.
Do not assume that Elections Ontario runs the municipal vote. Your city, town or township conducts the election and will publish the final voting locations, advance voting dates, candidate list and local accessibility information.
[bookmark: _Toc989944409][bookmark: _Toc2028650178][bookmark: _Toc744293745][bookmark: _Toc391135690]Manitoba
[bookmark: _Toc462441348][bookmark: _Toc1831519711][bookmark: _Toc1204666830][bookmark: _Toc1235531518]Most Manitoba municipalities will vote on Wednesday, October 28. Winnipeg Beach, Dunnottar and Victoria Beach already had an earlier election date of Friday, July 24. Visit the Manitoba Municipal Elections 2026 page, then find your municipality’s own election information.
Prince Edward Island
Prince Edward Island municipal elections are scheduled for Monday, November 2. Elections PEI administers elections in Charlottetown, Cornwall, Stratford, Summerside and Three Rivers. Residents of other municipalities should contact their municipal office or Municipal Affairs. Start with the Elections PEI municipal elections page.
[bookmark: _Toc1360203383][bookmark: _Toc922192584][bookmark: _Toc620183820][bookmark: _Toc1491696894]New Brunswick
The regular local elections were held on May 11. The Elections New Brunswick local elections page provides candidate and result information. Check the main Elections New Brunswick site for later by-elections.
[bookmark: _Toc1197997594][bookmark: _Toc660729704][bookmark: _Toc1705380821][bookmark: _Toc854810044][bookmark: _Toc236912725]Official Election Pages for Selected Communities
[bookmark: _Toc1897006473][bookmark: _Toc723172867][bookmark: _Toc1945700396][bookmark: _Toc528382838]British Columbia
Vancouver 2026 Election: Election dates, voting options, registration, candidate information and mail-in voting.
Kelowna Elections: Voter information, candidate information and election dates.
Burnaby General Local Election: Voter registration, mail ballots, candidates and voting locations.
Victoria Elections and Referendums: Information about the October 17 municipal election.
[bookmark: _Toc839844902][bookmark: _Toc963484816][bookmark: _Toc1942820242][bookmark: _Toc1477013384]Ontario
Hamilton Municipal Election: Voting information, candidate information, accessibility updates and provincial guides.
Toronto Elections: Voting dates, accessibility information, candidate information and election rules.
Toronto Official Candidate List: The official list is updated as nominations are filed.
Mississauga Municipal Election: Voter information, candidates, election workers and accessibility information.
York Region Municipal Election: Regional information and links to local municipalities such as Markham, Vaughan, Richmond Hill, Newmarket and Aurora.
Halton Region Municipal Elections: Information for Burlington, Halton Hills, Milton and Oakville residents.
Peel Region 2026 Municipal Election: Links to election offices for Brampton, Mississauga and Caledon.
Ottawa Elections: Voters’ list information, accessible voting, candidates and election dates.
Ottawa Candidate List: Search for who is running in your ward.
[bookmark: _Toc1194691429][bookmark: _Toc719609916][bookmark: _Toc1833851512][bookmark: _Toc798816013][bookmark: _Toc236912726]How to Find Your Municipality’s Election Page
Use a search engine and enter the name of your municipality followed by one of these phrases:
“2026 municipal election”
“Election voters”
“Municipal candidates 2026”
“Who is running in Ward 4”
“Advance voting”
“Accessible voting”
“All-candidates meeting”
“Run for council”
Look for a result from your municipality’s official website. Municipal websites usually end in .ca, although the exact address varies. Check that the page names your municipality and refers to the correct election year.
Once you find the official page, save it as a bookmark. Return to it regularly because candidate lists, voting locations and accessibility information may be added throughout the summer and fall.
You can also call the municipal clerk or election office. Ask for the information in an accessible electronic format if the website is difficult to use. Municipalities should not expect voters to depend on inaccessible maps, scanned notices, visual-only ward tools or social media graphics.
[bookmark: _Toc184607083][bookmark: _Toc798516260][bookmark: _Toc1978413401][bookmark: _Toc423835945][bookmark: _Toc236912727][bookmark: _Int_y5o8JlD8]Make Sure You Are On the Voters’ List
Being on the voters’ list means the election office has your name, address and other information needed to confirm where and for which offices you may vote.
Check the list even if you voted in a previous election. Your information may need to be updated if you have moved, changed your name, become a Canadian citizen, turned 18 or changed your school board support.
Ontario residents should use RegisterToVoteON.ca before August 12. After that date, contact the election office in the municipality where you are entitled to vote. In other provinces, use the voter registration link on the provincial or municipal election page.
When checking your registration, confirm:
Your legal name is correct.
Your current address is listed.
You are assigned to the correct ward, district and school board.
The election office has explained what identification you will need.
You know whether you must register again when voting.
Never provide personal information through a candidate’s website, an unsolicited email or an unfamiliar social media link. Use the official election agency or municipal website.
[bookmark: _Toc1369132770][bookmark: _Toc1422460210][bookmark: _Toc1452079108][bookmark: _Toc726598609][bookmark: _Toc236912728]Make a Plan for Accessible Voting
Voting methods and accessibility services are not the same in every municipality. Check early rather than waiting until election day.
Ask the election office:
What advance voting dates are available?
Can every voter apply to vote by mail, or are there eligibility restrictions?
Are any special, home-based or mobile voting options offered?
Is the voting location on an accessible transit route?
Is there a safe drop-off area?
Is the route from the sidewalk or parking area free of barriers?
What accessible ballot-marking tools will be available?
Can a voter bring a support person?
How will election workers assist a person who cannot independently read or mark the ballot?
Are candidate lists and voting instructions available in accessible electronic, braille, large-print or audio formats?
What should a voter do if they arrive with a guide dog?
Who can resolve an accessibility problem on voting day?
Make notes about the name of the person you spoke with and what was promised. Bring the election office’s telephone number with you when voting.
When you encounter a barrier, report it to the election office as soon as possible. Describe what happened, where it happened, when it happened and what would resolve the problem. You can also contact AEBC so the barrier can be tracked and raised with the proper election authority.


[bookmark: _Toc1349715327][bookmark: _Toc1125320877][bookmark: _Toc1193585101][bookmark: _Toc1466040704][bookmark: _Toc236912729]Finding Out Who is Running
[bookmark: _Int_yUkTbYTO]Begin with the official candidate list published by your municipality. Candidate names may appear as soon as nomination papers are filed, but the final list will not be known until nominations close and the withdrawal period has ended.
From the official list, search each candidate’s name. Look for:
The candidate’s website or official social media account
A written platform or list of priorities
Interviews with established local media
Responses to community questionnaires
Recordings of debates or public meetings
Previous council voting records if the candidate is an incumbent
Contact information for the campaign
A campaign flyer is advertising. It tells you what the candidate wants you to know. Compare it with other sources and ask direct questions.
You do not need to study every issue or every candidate in equal depth. Focus on the offices appearing on your ballot and the local issues that affect your daily life.
[bookmark: _Toc517363886][bookmark: _Toc1455127264][bookmark: _Toc1195984473][bookmark: _Toc111159169][bookmark: _Toc236912730]Finding and Attending Candidate Debates
Municipalities do not always organize debates. They may be hosted by libraries, chambers of commerce, neighbourhood associations, community newspapers, universities, disability groups or other local organizations.
Search for:
“[Municipality] all-candidates meeting 2026”
“[Ward number] candidate debate”
“[Candidate’s name] debate”
“[Local library] municipal election”
“[Community association] candidates meeting”
Ask the organizer about accessibility before attending. Questions might include:
Is the venue close to accessible transit?
Is the entrance step-free?
Will someone meet participants at the entrance?
Is reserved seating available?
Will candidates use microphones?
Will the event be livestreamed?
Will captions or a transcript be provided?
Can questions be submitted in advance by email?
Can a support person attend?
Will volunteers receive disability and guide-dog awareness instructions?
Prepare one clear question. State the problem, ask what the candidate will do and request a specific commitment. Long speeches are easier for candidates to avoid than direct questions.
Here is an example: “People who are blind regularly encounter intersections without accessible pedestrian signals. Will you support a funded plan to install and maintain accessible signals throughout the municipality, and will you publish a timeline?”
Listen for details. “I support accessibility” is not a plan. A useful answer explains what the candidate would change, how it would be funded, who would be responsible and how progress would be reported.
[bookmark: _Toc666243981][bookmark: _Toc1821038435][bookmark: _Toc314388397][bookmark: _Toc375705094][bookmark: _Toc236912731]Questions for Municipal Candidates
Members can choose the questions that fit their community. One or two focused questions will usually be more effective than sending a candidate a long list.
[bookmark: _Toc2117472225][bookmark: _Toc1249733067][bookmark: _Toc581082026][bookmark: _Toc1672363022]Pedestrian safety and street design
What will you do to make sure every new or rebuilt intersection includes accessible pedestrian signals, tactile information and a safe crossing design?
Will you require disability-led accessibility reviews before approving bike lanes, floating transit stops, shared streets and other major street changes?
How will the municipality keep construction routes and temporary detours safe and understandable for people who cannot see signs or visual barriers?
[bookmark: _Toc764764664][bookmark: _Toc1334536854][bookmark: _Toc207281437][bookmark: _Toc1692034183]Public transit and paratransit
What will you do to make sure stop announcements, service changes, detours and emergency information are accurate and available in accessible formats?
How will you improve paratransit reliability, booking systems, eligibility rules and same-day service?
Will you require municipal transit apps and fare systems to be tested by people who are blind, Deafblind or partially sighted?
[bookmark: _Toc1668193375][bookmark: _Toc387244543][bookmark: _Toc1332780304][bookmark: _Toc710983975]Sidewalks and snow removal
What standards will you set for clearing snow and ice from sidewalks, curb cuts, transit stops and pedestrian crossings?
How will residents report a blocked sidewalk or dangerous obstacle if the reporting website or app is inaccessible?
Will repeated accessibility complaints lead to enforcement rather than another request for voluntary compliance?
[bookmark: _Toc720209583][bookmark: _Toc1102039136][bookmark: _Toc1014007196][bookmark: _Toc2104431855]Municipal websites and information
Will you require all municipal websites, forms, meeting documents, maps and public notices to be accessible?
How will you make budget consultations, council livestreams and emergency notices usable by screen-reader and braille-display users?
Will people with disabilities be included in testing before a new website or digital service is launched?
[bookmark: _Toc246639407][bookmark: _Toc40732190][bookmark: _Toc534295716][bookmark: _Toc1729562957]Taxis, ride shares and service animals
What will the municipality do about taxi and ride-share drivers who refuse passengers with guide dogs?
Will licensing rules include meaningful training, complaint tracking, penalties and public reporting?
How will passengers submit a complaint without having to use an inaccessible app?
[bookmark: _Toc1489043635][bookmark: _Toc1237726424][bookmark: _Toc217891672][bookmark: _Toc1853034471]Emergency planning
How will emergency alerts, evacuation instructions, shelter information and recovery services be made accessible?
Will emergency plans address people who live alone, cannot drive or need assistance finding an evacuation route?
Will blind, Deafblind and partially sighted residents be included in emergency exercises and planning?
[bookmark: _Toc987760113][bookmark: _Toc1137275473][bookmark: _Toc1029954770][bookmark: _Toc1729613271]Recreation and public facilities
How will municipal recreation programs, registration systems, libraries, community centres and public events be made accessible?
Will accessibility funding cover programs and communication, not only ramps and building entrances?
How will staff be trained to provide assistance without making assumptions about what a person can or cannot do?
[bookmark: _Toc1366379007][bookmark: _Toc1382742399][bookmark: _Toc1158792005][bookmark: _Toc1149100213]Consultation and accountability
Will you support an accessibility advisory committee with meaningful input from people with disabilities?
Will residents with lived experience be compensated for their expertise when asked to provide substantial advice or testing?
What accessibility goals will you publish, and how often will council report on whether those goals have been met?
[bookmark: _Toc1334914509][bookmark: _Toc1606157221][bookmark: _Toc1855510219][bookmark: _Toc691076988][bookmark: _Toc236912732]Questions for Quebec Provincial Candidates
The October 5 Quebec election is provincial rather than municipal. Provincial candidates should be asked about matters controlled or funded by the province, including:
What will you do to improve timely access to vision rehabilitation and habilitation services?
Will you support fair provincial coverage for assistive devices, training and repairs?
How will you make health care booking systems, patient portals and medical information accessible?
What will you do to improve accessible intercity and regional transportation?
How will your government remove disability barriers in employment, education and public services?
Will people who are blind, Deafblind or partially sighted be directly involved in developing and reviewing these programs?
[bookmark: _Toc1786363694][bookmark: _Toc187973328][bookmark: _Toc1299937932][bookmark: _Toc1866038444][bookmark: _Toc236912733]Thinking About Running for Council
People with disabilities should not be limited to advising governments from the outside.  Consider running for mayor, council, regional council or school board trustee.
The rules vary by province and municipality. Start with the election office where you want to run. Ask for the official candidate guide and nomination package in an accessible format.
Before filing, find out:
Whether you meet the residency, citizenship, age and voter eligibility requirements
Which offices you are eligible to seek
When nominations open and close
Whether signatures from eligible voters are required
What nomination fee must be paid
Whether an appointment is required to file papers
When you may begin accepting donations or spending campaign money
Whether a separate campaign bank account or financial agent is required
What financial reports must be filed
What rules apply to signs, advertising, websites and social media
Whether you must take leave from certain employment
In Ontario, prospective candidates should use the province’s 2026 Candidates’ Guide and the information provided by their local municipal clerk. Candidate nominations close at 2 p.m. on August 21.
Filing nomination papers is only the first step. A candidate should also be ready to:
Explain why they are running in two or three sentences.
Identify a small number of achievable priorities.
Meet voters and community organizations.
Answer questions from people who disagree with them.
Keep accurate financial and campaign records.
Publish campaign information in accessible formats.
Plan transportation and assistance for canvassing and events.
Build a small team of dependable volunteers.
Follow election laws and municipal rules.
Ask the election office to make the nomination process accessible. Forms should be usable with assistive technology. Meetings should be available in an accessible setting, and staff should communicate directly with the candidate rather than through a support person.
[bookmark: _Toc1821543151][bookmark: _Toc1145874181][bookmark: _Toc2011937904][bookmark: _Toc258135609][bookmark: _Toc236912734]After the Election
Election advocacy should not end when the votes are counted.
Keep the answers candidates gave during the campaign. After council takes office, write to the successful candidates and ask how their commitments will be carried out. Attend council and committee meetings, follow municipal budgets and watch for public consultations.
When a municipality makes progress, recognize it. When a promise is not being kept, ask for an update and a timeline. Municipal advocacy works best when elected officials know that residents will continue paying attention.
[bookmark: _Toc205533027][bookmark: _Toc2067542852][bookmark: _Toc603375698][bookmark: _Toc252119964][bookmark: _Toc40124188][bookmark: _Toc236912735]Getting Help from AEBC
Members who need help finding an election page, understanding local election information, preparing a candidate question, requesting an accommodation or reporting a voting barrier can contact AEBC.
Email info@blindcanadians.ca, use the contact form on the AEBC website or raise the issue through your AEBC chapter or regular member communications. AEBC can help identify the right election office and support members in raising accessibility concerns.
Election dates, candidate lists and voting methods can change. Use the official provincial, territorial or municipal election website as the final source for current information.
Contact Us
Alliance for Equality of Blind Canadians
Toll-Free: 1-800-561-4774

Website: www.blindcanadians.ca
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